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played in the internal development of the Church cannot mitigate
the judgment that he was a poor writer and a confused thinker
very imperfectly abreast of the culture of his age; but in the third
century there were scholars and thinkers within the Church who
had learned most of what the culture of their age had to give, and
who laid foundations on which a Christianized society could build
in succeeding centuries. The Alexandrian Fathers, Clement and
Origen, were the most illustrious representatives of this new
Christian culture, but throughout the empire the social status of
the Church was rising, and influential Christian writers in the
Greek-speaking empire were not confined to Egypt.
To begin with the writing of history: the familiar apologetic
contention of Jews and Christians that the Mosaic writings were
anterior to the heroic age of Greece, and were a source used by
Greek writers themselves, was now translated into a scientific
form which was to provide the framework of historiography for
centuries to come. Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch, already men-
tioned as the latest of the second-century Greek apologists, makes
reference to an earlier work of his own (TTC/H toropioly) dealing
with the early history of mankind1. This book has entirely dis-
appeared and we know nothing in detail of its method* In the next
generation, a Christian writer, Julius Afncanus, produced a monu-
mental work on world-history which attained a widespread and
enduring celebrity* It is still known to us in part from surviving
fragments, and also through the medium of tie later Ckronica of
Eusebius, which were largely based upon it. Julius Africanus,
born, it seems, at Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem), had served for a
time as an officer in the army of Severus, and was on terms of
intimacy with the Christian dynasty at Edessa, Much of his life
was spent at Emmaus (Nicopolis) in Palestine, His published
writings included an encyclopaedic work entitled A>JAW" dealing
with a large variety of subjects ranging from military tactics to
magic. From a papyrus fragment of the eighteenth book of this
work, we learn that Julius was charged with the duty of con-
structing a library for the Emperor Severus Alexander at Rome in
the Pantheon2. His Chronicles gave a synchronistic history of the
peoples of the world. The Biblical chronology provided the cadre
for the work as a whole, but for the later period he used the
reckoning by Olympiads, According to Julius Africanus, the
present world was to last in all for six thousand years. Of these six
thousand years, three thousand carried the history down to PeJeg
1 ad Autd. n, 28 and 30.
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